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SOLAR AUTO-PRODUCTION: BARRIERS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

The final conference of the ProSumE project (Enabling Energy Prosumers Services) was 
celebrated this monday in Valencia with the participation of Las Naves, València Clima i 
Energia, Climate-KIC, Universitat Politècnica de València, Universitat de València, AVAESEN, 
IVACE and Greenpeace, among others. 

It took place in a context of recent important changes in the Spanish legislation related to 
solar energy production, which have removed some legislative and administrative barriers 
and, as some of the speakers said, have helped improving the acceptation and knowledge of 
this technology among citizens.    

The figure of the "prosumer", which links consumer and producer, 
can be defined as a consumer or group of consumers that produce 
solar energy to cover part of its energy needs or to sell it. The auto-
production of solar energy was analyzed from the technic, 
legislative and socioeconomic points of view. In this sense, it was 
highlighted that nowadays the main barriers are legislative and 
social, because there is a lack of information and the large number 
of administrative transactions that create a feeling of fear and 
illegality that discourages citizens to become prosumers. 

However, the potential of solar auto-production in Spain and in Valencia in particular is huge. 
It could be able to generate 16.000 direct jobs, and to produce 40% of the total residential 
energy demand, at the same time that it democratizes the energy production and is able to 
cover the needs of those families and households in situation of energy poverty. 

During the conference, Chess Setup participated in the socioeconomic workshop, helping to 
co-elaborate the roadmap towards the massive implementation of solar prosumers in 
Valencia. When detecting barriers, it was highlighted the lack of knowledge and education of 
citizens in general and professionals in particular regarding residential solar energy. Also, a 
lack of scalable business models and a lack of solutions to multiunit dwellings and tenants not 
owning a house were considered. Finally, the energy poverty problem was also addressed, 
which prevents more vulnerable 
families to invest in solar production. 

As for the solutions, the key measures 
were focused in improving education in 
early stages and education to 
professionals of the sector, having a 
one-stop trustable information source, 
developing new business models, 
implementing key pilot projects, 
promoting shared purchase among 
citizens and community installations, 
and developing the figure of the 
energy manager in multiunit buildings. 

 


